54 Remarks on Receiving the Boy Scouts’ Annual Report
to the Nation. February 22, 1973

I WANT to express my appreciation to
all of the delagation here, the outstand-
ing representatives of Scouting in the
United States, and I am glad you have
finally recognized the importance of
having some girls in Scouting, too.

which I am sure all of you will appre-
ciate, and particularly your mothers and
fathers: This is the fifth time I have re-
ceived this group, because, as you know,
the President is the honorary president of
the Boy Scouts of America. But this is
the first time as President I have been
able to receive you at a time when I could
say to you, you no longer are confronted
with the draft. You can have a choice

~ now as to whether you want to enter the

armed services. 1 hope some of you may,
because it is a very honorable and im-
portant profession.

And also, it is the first time that I can
meet with you, and I can say that the
United States is at peace with all nations
in the world. My greatest hope for you,
in addition to progress on all of these
fronts, which are so important at home,
is that you and your brothers and your
sons may grow up in a world of peace,

Thank you very much.
worx: The President spoke at 12:08 pm. in
the Oval Office at the White House. .

Norton Clapp, national president of the Boy
Scouts of America, introduced a group of 16
Scouts who presented the 1972 report and em-
blems of Scouting to the Prosident. ‘



