27 Toasts of the President and Prime Minister Heath
of the United Kingdom. February 1, 1973

Mr. Prime Minister and all of our dis-  me so often, so much in recent days, will

tinguished guests: look forward to hearing the Prime
My remarks will be brief tonight be-  Minister. '

cause I know that all of you, having heard I said “distinguished guests” very delib~



erately a few moments ago, because as we
were making up the guest list for this din-
ner, I found that never have we made so
few happy at the expense of so many.
[Laughter] There is always a long list of
people who want to come to state din-
ners and obviously we would always like
to have them all come. But this room,
even with round tables, seats only 110
people, and 30, out of the list of 8,000 or
10,000 and perhaps then down to 1,000
that “these must come,” ‘tonight from
California, from New York, from the
South, the East, the North, are the 110
most important peopie in the United
States, Mr. Prime Minister, in honor of
~ you. (Leughter]

They are here from both of our politi-
cal parties and from all branches of our
government because, first, they honor
your country, with which we are privi-
leged to be allied s closely in 3o many
different ways, and also because they re-
spect and honor you as an individual, as
the leader of that country,

This is the fourth time we have met
since you became Prime Minister. It is
also the second time that we have had a
dinner in this room, And I think I can best
describe how we in America feel about
you, the Prime Minister of Britain, in a
term that I used, that you may have for-
gotten, in a note I wrote you very early
in your period as Prime Minister when you
had had to make a very difficult decition
about economic policies. And I noted that
it was a decision that, without question,
would not be approved in the immediate
future in your country, but in terms of
the long-range interests, you had deter-
mined was absolutely esmential. And I
wrote to you to the effect that however
it came out that I, as an individual, and

as an old personal friend, admired you
for making what I called “a gutsy
decision.”

The man we honor tonight, and I say
thisinthecompmyofﬂzi:group,hmally,
in his whole political career and as now
thchudofgovetnmmtinhiseounn-y,
a man who has the courage and the far-
sightedness and the vision to make gutsy
decisions, whether it is in the economic
field or whether it is in the field of foreign
policy. He is not blinded by what tomor-
row’s headlines may be in a negative sense.

He does not allow those headlines and
what they may be to blind him to the
vision of what the future may be and that
is why all who know anything about Brit-
ain’s entering Europe know that it would
not have happened—this great historic
development—it would not have hap-
pened had it not been for the Prime
Minister and it would not have happened
except for the courage that he had, the
courage to see that the long-term interest
of his country, as distinguished from the
short-term problems, would be served by
being part of this great Eurcpean Com-
munity which is now into being.

I think we could say that he is one of
the prime architects of the new Europe
and that the new Europe is an indispen-
sable foundation for what we hope will
be a new world, because it will contribute
to that new world in which peace and, we
trust, progress with freedom will be the
watchword in the years ahead.

I think that what I have said indicates
the respect that we have in this country
for our distinguished guest. I think also
what I have said indicates that, as far as
we are concerned, we consider it a very
great privilege to work with Her Majesty’s
Government and with the Prime Min.



ister and his associates for goals that go
deep into our national history, ideals
which we share together, ideals which we
basically inherited together. And I am
sure that this visit will be one that, as we
have completed an historic year in the
field of foreign policy—a trip to Peking,
a trip to Moscow, the end of a long and
difficult war in Vietnam—that this marks
a watershed where we move now to the
works of peace. And we move in that area
of the world that is indispensable to true
peace and progress and freedom in the
world, the whole Atlantic community of
which the Prime Minister is one of the
truly great leaders.

1 know we can honor him most by rais-
ing our glasses to Her Majesty, the Queen.

The Queen.

note: The President spoke at 9:55 pam. in

the State Dining Room at the White House.
See also Item 25, )
Prime Minister Heath responded as follows:

Thank you, Mr. President, for the way in
which you have so happily and so wittily pro-
puedﬂwhedlhofdleQumandnumhud
my coileagues and myself with it. .

Imclllonthelutocmonwmchldmd
here, just before Christmas in 1970—the first
time I came here as Prime Minister—that I
made what I thought was rither a lighthearted
speech, It was a Christmas atmosphere, and,
as tonight, I was enjoying mymlf enormously.
And I thought this microphone here was some-

thing to do with some sort of private recording .

or other you had, and it was only after the
whaole thing was over that T learnad that thiy
-goes down beneath- this room, to some nether
region, where the denjzens of the deep carry out
same sort of existence—the press and the radic
commentators and the social eolnmnish’ and
so on.
Andlolthmruolvedlfeurl[unlnhould
be invited to address you in this room, I would
make & solemn declaration of policy of some
kind or other. I wam't quite- clear what.
I am therefore rather relieved to hear you

in such lighthearted form tonight and to fill

Fmtofnll,lmultthmkyouformwnng
here tonight the 110 most distinguished people
in the United States. It gives me the opportu-
nity tomorrow, and the day after, of everybody
I 2m meeting saying, “Well, at least you must
be 111th, if not rather lower than that”

But a3 always, you have provided us with
the most enjoyable hospitality and the most
delightful company, and for that we would
fike to thank you.

But, of course, it is. always & pleasure to
come here and to dine with you and your wife
in company like this. And my colleagues and I
are very pleased to be back in Washington and
to have the opportunity of having talks with
you.

Tonight you have proposed the health of the
Queen as Head of State, Perhaps I may, as a
simple poltician, also pay tribute to you as
a superb politician on & great election victory,
which all of us, who are paoliticians, certainly
envy. And that is as far as we are likly to get.

Then, if 1 may, you have remarked this
being & great year—i97a—in the field of for-
eign affairs, and that is undeniably trus in every
respect from the point of view of the United
States and I believe also from the point of view
of Britain, in that on the first of January it
was crowned with our entry into the European
Community. But, it is also, as we have soen,
being crowned with the end of the war in Viet-
nam. And, of course, there are so many aspects
which occur to ws who Live outside the United
States in this matter, but perbaps tonight I
might just be aliowed, as & Prime Minister,
to refer to one thing, and that is just to express
a realization of how great the burdens are which
have been lifted from your shoulders and that
of your family, by the agreoment which has
been secured.

It means so much for America; it means so
much for Southeast Asis; it mesns so much for
all your friends and for your allies, particularky
in the way in which it is being carried out.

But I think tonight, above all, one feels sach
an enormous burden must be lifted from your
shoulders and from all of those who work with
you, and to us this aleo is a great relief, because
we_know the sort of weight of responsibility



which has rested on your shoulders and, indeed,
on the shoulders of your predecessors, for this
agonizing experience which the United States
has passed through. .

So we are indeed grateful to you and your
colleagues, and perhaps to Henry Kissinger in
particular among them, for what you have
achieved in these last and strenuous weeks of
negotiations, and I would like to thapk you
and your colleagues for what you have done.

But now we enter onto a new era as you
have described in which the enlarged Com-
munity is crested, and now we have & great
future before us in which we are ail thinking
of the relationship between the enlarged Com-
munity, between the new unity in Europs and
the United States.

And earlier today I paid tribute to the sup-
port which successive American administrations
have given to the ideal of European unity, and
we must all be grateful to you for that.

After World War 11, quite apart from the
immense contribution you had paid to victory,
you then began the reconstruction of Europe,
and all Europe recognises that it is to the help
of the United States, to Marshall aid, to all
that flows from it, the present prosperity of
Europe is due.

And so history will always say that the re-
covery of Europe owed so much to the United
States, and from that sprang the ideal of Euro-
pean unity and successive Presidents have sup-
ported it, knowing that it might lead to a
certain price to be paid, perhaps in economic
matters, that as we developed politically and
in foreign affairs there might be differences of
views between us, But you and we always had

the confidence that these were matters which

could be sorted out between us because we had
the same idesh, because we were working to

the same ends, and that I believe profoundly

to be true,

And so now, together, we embark on a new
path, a new Europe, & new United States, freed
from the burden of war in Southesst Asis, to
work towards a more prosperous and a more
peaceful world,

It is not going to be all that easy, because
we are dealing with a world in which patterns
have become fixed and on which history has
made its ivprint,

You, Mr. President, I am told, are an admirer

of Disraeli. You have been talking to me about
Robert Blake's book, a very distinguished work,
which you recently have been reading, snd
there comes to my mind the recollection at the
end of that book. He tells the story of Disraeli
in the very last days of his life, some & weeks
before he died, when a very young enthusiastic
man, who was one of the earliest forebearers
of socialist idealizm, wrote to the great man
saying could he perhaps have an interview. And
much to his surprise, ke got a reply saying,
“Yes,” he could.

So he went down to the country to see
him in his house, and he was introduced,
and there was the great man sitting in his
chair with drooping eyelids, very aged, and
he didn't rise, but he just beckoned to the
young man to sit down. And he said, *"Tell me
what you have to say.”

And so the young man set of in full
flower, with great enthusiasm, and he told
how he was going to build the new England,
what it was going to be like, how quickly
it could be done, overnight there would be
this transformation.

Dmelihadfliledtolc}mveat,butthe
young man was going to do it, with all his
philosophy and his ideals and his practical
experience.

And after an hour and a half, the young
man stopped, and Disraeli then lifted ‘one
cyelid and looked at him, and he said, *“Young
maan, you will find that England is & very dif-
ficult country to move.”

In this, for the politician, there is & lesson
that every country, when you staxt on &
process of reform and change, is a very difi-
cult country to move, and Disraeli, with all
that he achieved, knewuwelluanybody
just how difficult itis. -

But after all, what is the purpose of poli-
tics except to change for the better. And 50,
together in the Atlantic partnership we have
embarked on this path, We know we are in a
process of change. We are living in a world
in which, perhaps, change has been greater and

‘faster than ever before, and nobody, Mr, Presi-

dent, has appreciated it more than you—the
change in the relationship with the Soviet
Union, the development of China and all that
means for the world, the position of Japan
a3 she emerges a predominant economic power,



and now the European grouping in the Eu-
ropean Community.

And 0, we are living in a world in which
after a5 years, after the Second World War,
the whole pattern of power relationships and
relationships of country, our own internal
domestic structure and social organization are
changing more rapidly than ever before, and
what is needed, if I may sy so, is the fore-
sight which has been shown by you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and by your Administration.

So we live—perhaps I need handly say—in a
very exciting world, It is still somewhat sow
to move when one wants to bring about delib-
erate change, but nevertheless, this is a path
on which we have now set out in Purope, and
we know that we have the support of ali our
friends in the United States. :

Bo, tonight is a very pleasant occasion for us,
for all of my colleagues here. It is very plessant
to meet 30 many friends, and if perhaps as you
were introduced to me, I detected perhaps a
slight-—I won't say bias—but a sight weighti-
nemw towards California, perhaps this is some-
thing which I understand. But it is very agree-
able to meet so many of you and to find here
others who have been friends of very longstand-
ing, and to thank you, Mr. President, and your
wife, for the always very warm welcome which
you give to us British.

My predecessors have loved coming here.
Some of them were unwise enough not to come
before you took it over. But this is something
which in 76 we are all due to celebrate
together.

Our talks which we have had have been not
only enjoyable, if I may say so, but in our usual
way, frank and intimate and wide-ranging,
covering everything about which we like to
discuss together. And for us it is an invaluable
experience. .

We now come as a member of the Commun-
ity. It mukes no difference to what I once de-
scribed as our natural relationship, and our
friends in the Community recogpize this as
such, ) .

And so now, the path is together, the Com-
munity and the United States, and I would
ukyounl!tonnnnddnnktothehedﬂtof
the President.

Onthefollowmgd:y,thel'mdutandun.
Nixon attended a luncheon at the British Em-
bassy in honor of Prime Minister Hoath and
Foreign Secretary Sir Alec Douglas-Home.
Later in the day, the President and the Prime
Minister held further discusions, followed by
dinner, at Camp David, Md,



