16 Message to the Congress Transmitting Reports on the
Military Incentive Awards Program. January 26, 1973

To the Congress of the United States:

Recognizing that our military forces
must always maintain a high degree of
preparedness, the Congrems in 1965 au-
thorized a cash incentive program to re-
ward military personnel for imaginative
suggstiem inventions and scientific

achievements.

Today-I am pleased to forward to the
Congress the reports of the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Transporta-
tion on cash awards made during fiscal
year 1972. Tangible benefits resulting from
_suggestions submitted by military per-
.sonnel that were adopted during that year
totalled more than $107 million, bring-
ing the total first-year savings for tax-
plyutﬁunthumdlwhﬂemw
$661 million.

Of the 157,195 suggestions which were
submitted by military personnel during
the reporting period, 24,580 were adopted.
Cmh awards totalling $1,8an,76a were
paid for these adopted suggestions. En.
listad persomnel received $1,502,660 in
awards, representing 82 percent of the
total cash awards paid. The remaining

18 percent was received by officer per-
sonnel and amounted to $320,102.

‘The reports of the Secretary of Defense
nnddeecmtarydTrumpnrtmunm-
tain more detailed statistical information
on the military awards program and alo
include a few brief descriptions of some
of the better ideas of our military person-
nel during fiscal year 1972. For example,

-two Air Force sergeants were awarded a

total of $25,000 for suggesting & modifica-
tion to the F~105 weapons control system.
Their new idea improved the combat
capability of the aircraft, enhanced the
safety of aircrews in the Southeast Asia
Theater of operations and saved more
than $25 million of the taxpayers’ money
in the first year.
Immadthuempmuwﬂnm

tion of the Congress.
The White House,
January 46, 1973
rore: The s-page report of the Secvetary of
Defense aod the s-page report of the Secretary

of Transportation cover the period July 1,
1971 to June so, 1978,
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