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I, RICHARD NIXON, do solemnly
swear that I will futhfully execute the
Office of President of the United States,
and will to the best of my ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the
United States, 50 help me God.

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Chief Justics, Senator Cook, Mrs. Eisen-
hower, and my fellow citicans of this great
and good country we share together:

. When we met here 4 yoars ago, Amer-
ica was bleak in spirit, depressed by the
prospect of seemingly endless war abroad

and of destructive conflict at home.

" As we meet here today, we stand on the
threshold of a new era of peace in the
world.

The central question before us is: How
shall we use that peace?

Let us resolve that this era we are about
to enter will not be what other postwar
periods have so often been: a time of re-
treat and isolation that leads to stagnation
at home and invites new danger abroad.

Let us resolve that this will be what it

‘can become: a time of great respousibili-
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spirit and the promise of America as we
enter our third century as a nation. ~

This past year saw far-reaching results
from our new policies for peace. By con-
tinuing to revitalize our traditional friend-
ships, and by our misions to Peking and
to Moscow, we were able to establish the
base for a new and more durable pattern
of relationships among the nations of the
world. Because of America’s bold initia-
tives, 1972 will be long remembered as the
year of the greatest progress since the ead
of World War II toward a lasting peace
in the world.

Thcpnoeweuekmthcwldunot
the flimsy peace which is merely an inter-
lude between wars, but a peace which can
endure for generations to come.

It is important that we understand both
the necessity and the limitations of Amer-
ica's role in maintaining that peace.

Unless we in America work to preserve
the peace, there will be no peace.

Unless we in America work to preserve
freedom, there will be no freedom.

But let us clearly understand the new
nature of America’s role, as a result of the
pewpo&uuwehmadopudwthue
past 4 years.

We. shall respect our tresty cogumit-

- Iments.

- 'We shall support vigorously the princi-
pie that no country has the right to impose
its will or rule on another by force.

We shall continue, in this era of nago-
tiation, to werk for the Hmitation of
nuclear arms and to reduce the danger of
confrontation between the great powers.

‘We shall do our share in defending
peace and freedom in the world. But we
shall expect others to do their share.
-make every other nation’s conflict our
own, or maks every other nation’s future

our responsibility, or presume to tell the
people of other nations how to manage

Just as we respect the right of each na-
tion to determine its own future, we also -
recognize the responsibility of each na-
tion to secure its own future.

Just:as America’s role is indispensable
in preserving the world's peace, %0 is each
nation’s role indispensable in preserving
its own peace.

Together with the rest of the world, et
us resolve to move forward from the
beginnings we have made. Let us continue
to bring down the walls of hostility which
have divided the world for too long, and
to build in their place bridges of under-
standing—so that despite profound dif-
ferences between systems of government,
the people of the world can be friends.

Let us build a structure of peace in the
world in which the weak are as safe as the
strong, in which each respects the right
of the other to live by a different system,
in which those who would influence others
will do 30 by the strength of their idess
and not by the force of their srms.

Let us accept that high respensibilicy
not as a burden, but gladly-qgdly be-
cause the chance to build such & peace is
the noblest endeavor in which a nation
can engage; giadly alwo becsese only if
we act greatly in meeting our responsibili-

. ties abroad will we remain a great nation,

and only if we remain a great nation will -
mmgruﬂymm«ngmm
at home.

We have the chance today to do more
than ever before in our history to make
life better in America—to ensure ‘better
education, better heaith, better housing,
better transportation, a cleaner environ-
ment-—to restore respect for law, to make
our communities more livable—and to en-



sure the God-given right of every Ameri-
can to full and equal opportunity. -
Because the range of our needs is 5o
great, because the reach of our opportuni-
ties is 30 great, let us be boid in our deter-
mination to meet those needs in new ways.
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abroad has required turning away from
old policies that have failed, 30 building
a new era of progress at hame requires
turning away from old policies that have
failed. :

Abroad, the shift from old policies to
new has not been a retreat from our re-
sponsibilities, but a better way to peace.

And at home, the shift from old poli-
cies to new will not be a retreat from
our responsibilities, but a better way to
progress.

Abroad and at home, the key to those
new responsibilities lies in the placing and
the division of responsibility. We have
lived too long with the consequences of
attempting to gather all power and re.
sponsihility in Washington.

Abroad and at home, the time has come
to turn away from the condescending poli-
cies of paternalism—of “Washington
knows best.”

A person can be expected to act re-
sponsibly only if he has resporsibility.
This is human nature. So et us encourage
individuals at home and nations abroad to
do more for thewwselves, to decide more
for themeelves. Let us locate responsibil-
ity in more places. And let us measure
what we will de for others by what they
will do for themselves.

That is why today I offer no promise
of a purely governmental solution for
every problemn. We have lived too long
with that false promise. In trusting too
much in government, we have asked of it

more than it can deliver. This leads only
to inflated expectations, to reduced in-
dividual effort, and to a disappointment
and frustration that erode confidence both
in what government can do and in what
people can do.

Government must learn to take lem
from people 50 that people can do more
for themnselves. : -

Let us remember that America was

- built not by government, but by people;

mtb'ywelfu'e,butbymk not by shirk.
ing - responsibility, but by seeking
responsibility,

In our own lives, let each of us ask—
not just what will government do for me,
but what can I do for myself?

In the challenges we face together, let
each of us ask-—not just how can govem.
ment help, but how can [ help?

Your Nationa! Government has a great
and vital role to play. And I pledge to you
that where this Governmnent should act,
we will act boldly and we will lead boldly.
But just as important is the role that each
and every one of us must play, as an in-
dividual and as a member of his own
community.

Fromn this day forward, let each of ws
make a solemn commitment in his own
heart: to bear his responsibility, to do his
part, to live his ideals—s0 that together
we can mee the dawn of a new age of
progress for America, ansd together, as we
celebrate our sooth anniversary as a na-
tion, we can do 30 proud in the fulfillment
of our promise to ourselves and to the
. As America’s longest and most difficult
Wwar comes to an end, let us again learn to
debate our differences with civility and
decency. And let each of us reach out for
that one precious quality government can-



not provide—a new level of respect for
the rights and feelings of one another, a
new level of respect for the individual
human dignity which is -the cherished
birthright of every American.

Above all eise, the time has come for us
to renew our faith in ourselves and in
America,

In recent years, that faith has been

Our children have been taught to be
ashamed of ‘their country, ashamed of
their parents, ashamed of America’s rec-
ord at home and its role in the world.

At every turn we have been beset by
those who find everything wrong with
America and little that is right. But I am
confident that this will not be the judg-
ment of history on these remarkable times
in which we are privileged to live.

America's record in this century has
been unparalieled in the world’s history
for its responsibility, for its genercsity, for
its creativity, and for its progres.

Let us be proud that our system has
produced and provided more freedom
and more abundance, more widely shared,
than any system in the history of the world.

Let us be proud that in each of the
four wars in which we have been en-
gaged in this century, including the one
we are now bringing to an end, we have
fought not for our selfish advantage, but
to heip others resist aggression.

And let us be proud that by our boild,
new initistives, by our steadfastness for
peace with honor, we have made a break-

through toward creating in the world |

what the world has not known before—a
structure of peace that can last, not merely
for our time, but for generations to come.

We are embarking here today on an era

that presents challenges aa great as those
any nation, or any generation, has ever
faced.

We shall answer to Ged, to history, and
to our conscience for the way in which we
use these years.

As 1 stand in this place, 10 hallowed by
history, I think of others who have stood
here before me. 1 think of the dreams they
had for America and I think of how each .
recognized that he needed help far beyond
himself in order o make those dreams
cotne trus,

Todaylukymrpnyenthnmthe
years ahead I may have God's help in
making decisions that are right for Amer-
ica, and I pray for your help so that to-
gether we may be worthy of our challenge.

Let us pledge tgether to make these
next 4 years the best 4 years in America's
history, so that on its 20oth birthday
America will be as young and as vital
as when it began, and as bright a beacon
of hope for all the world.

Let us go forward from here confident
in hope, strong in our faith in one an-
other, sustained by our faith in God who
c:utedus,mdlm\rmgllwnynomﬂu
purpose.

NOTER: Theﬁudmtmhatla up-mfmln
the insugural platform erectod at the east front
of the Capitol. Prior to the address, the oath
of office was sdministersd by Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger, first to Vice President Spiro
T. Agnew and then to President Richard Nixon.

The address was broadcast live on nation-
wide radio and televisiop. An advance text was
released on the same day. )

Senator Marlow W. Cook of Kentucky was .
cochairman of the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on the Inaugural Ceremonies. Mrs.
Dwight D. Rissnhower ‘was present on the
platform for the cevemnony.



