PREFACE

IN THIS VOLUME are gathered most of the public messages
and statements of the 37th President of the United States that
were released by the White House in 1972. Similar volumes are
available covering the Administrations of Presidents Truman,
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson

The series was begun in 1957 in response to a recommendation

‘of the National Historical Publications Commission. Until then
there had been no systematic publication of Presidential papers.
" An extensive compilation of the messages and papers of the

Presidents, covering the period 1789 to 1897, was assembled by
James D. Richardson and published under Congressional author-
ity between 1896 and 18gg. Since then various private compilations
have been issued but there was no uniform publication compara-
ble to the Congressional Record or the United States Supreme
Court Reports. Many Presidential papers could be found only
in mimeographed White House releases or as reported in the
press. The National Historical Publications Commission therefore
recommended the establishment of an official series in which
Presidential writings and utterances of a public nature coultd be
made promptly available.

The Commission’s recmnmendatmn was incorporated in regu-
lations of the Administrative Committee of the Federal Register
issued under section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C.
1506). The Committee’s regulations, establishing the series and
providing for the coverage of prior years, are reprinted as
Appendix F.

CONTENT AND ARRANGEMENT

The text of this book is based on Presidential materials issued
during the period as White House releases and on transcripts of
news conferences. Original source materials, where available,

- including tape recordings, have been used to protect against errors

in transcription.
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The dates shown at the end of item headings are White House
release dates. In instances where the date of the document differs
from the release date that fact is shown in the note immediately
following the item. Textnotes, footnotes, and cross references have
been supplied where needed for purposes of clarity. In this volume,
for the first time, an effort has been made to annotate those occa-
sions when the President spoke from a prepared text and when
he spoke without referring to notes. :

Remarks or addresses were delivered in Washington, D.C,,
unless otherwise indicated. Similarly, statements, messages, and
letters were issued from the White House in Washington unless
otherwise indicated. All times shown are local time.

Items published in this volume are presented in chronological
order, rather than being grouped in-classes. Most needs for a
classified arrangement are met by the subject index. For example,
a reader interested in veto messages sent to Congress during 1972
will find them listed in the index under the heading “Veto mes-
sages and memorandums of disapproval.”

Appendixes A through E have been provided to deal with
special categories of Presidential issuances and actions, as noted
below.

White House releases not included as items in this volume and

not appearing in later appendixes are listed in Appendix A.

Items of general interest announced by the White House dur-
ing 1972 and not noted elsewhere in the volume are listed in

Appendix B. :

Though not all proclamations, Executive orders, and similar
documents required by law to be published in the Federal Register
and Code of Federal Regulations were issued as White House
releases during 1972, a complete listing of these documents by
number and subject appears in Appendix C.

The President is required by statute to transmit numerous

reports to the Congress. Those transmitted during the period

covered by this volume are listed in Appendix D.
Appendix E is a feature unique to the 1972 volume and includes

announcements of decisions on personnel changes for President
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Nixon's second term, as made public by the White House Press
Secretary in the weeks following the election.

This series is under the direction of Fred J. Emery, Director, and
Emest J. Galdi, Deputy Director, of the Office of the Federal
Register. Editors of the present volume were Jean T. Eisinger and
Ruth C. Pontius, assisted by other members of the Presidential
and Government Manual Branch.

White House assistance in selection and annotation of the docu-
ments was provided by Raymond K. Price, Jr., Special Consultant
to the President, David R. Gergen, Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent, Cecilia Bellinger, Staff Assistant for Research, and John J.
Ratchford, Executive Clerk of the White House. »

The photographic portfolio was prepared with the hclp of
Ollie Atkins, Personal Photographer to the President, and Robert
J- McKendry, Superintendent, Division of Typography and De-
sign, United States Government Printing Office. The Govern-

ment PnntmgOﬁoewa:nlsorespomiblcforthetypography,
design, and production of the volume.

Jaues B. Ruoans
Archivist of the United States
ArTHUR F. SaMPsON
Administrator of General Services

January 1974
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