181.. ToastsofthePreﬁdmtandemmmadRmPahlavi,
Shah of Iran, at a State Dinner in Tehran. May 30, 1972

YmImMﬂMcimymdaﬂofw
distinguithed guests:

Let me first thank you on behalf of Mis.
Nixon and all the members of our party
for the very generous remarks that you
have made and for the magnificent hos-
pitality which you have extended to us on
this occasion, and in speaking of that hos-
pitality, may we particularly thank you
for the welcome that we received as we
cmeintoﬂuuﬁhldtydmmnﬁ?
today. It will leave a memory in our hearts
that will last for all of our lives, and we

are most grateful for the welcome we re- -

ceived from the people of Iran on this
histocs <
been one that has been known for its
splendid hospitality, and we, of course,
tonight have had a good chance to see why
that reputation has become worldwide,
It is always 2 wvery great privilege to
visit here, but I feel especially privileged
to be here in this period in which you are
celebrating what you have referred o, the
2,500th year of your country’s history. I
think of the fact that the United States of

America in just 4 years will be celobrating
its 20oth anniversary, and then I com-
pare that 200 years with 25 centuries of
history, and I realise that as we compare
our two countries, we owe so much to you,
As you have spoken 30 generously.of what
you may owe to us, we owe 30 much to you,
not only for 2,500 years, but for a history
that goes back even 6,000 years.

In this room, and in this company,

perhaps still is known as the New World,
it is only appropriate that we pay our
respects to and expres our thanks to the

 magniSicent heritage of the Old World

that is now, through your efforts, a bridge
to the new.

On this particular occasion, a3 all of
you know, this i3 the first stop that we
have made since the trip that we have
taken to the Soviet Union. Your Majesty
has referred to that trip, and I think it is
only appropriate on this occasion for me
to speak of that trip, the visit we had there,
what it means to the world, and what it
mesns to all nations in the world.

Befare doing so, I wish to say that I



have had the opportunity during the
period that I have served in office—-8 years
a5 Vice President, when Mrs. Nixon and I
fist had the opportunity of visiting
Tehran, and then over g years as Presi-
dent of the United States—and even some
years out of office, the opportunity of visit-
ing over 70 nations. I have met the heads
of state and the heads of government of
most of those nations, and I think that all
of this company should know that in
evaluating those that 1 have met, heads
of state and hesds of government, His
Imperial Majesty is one who has an un-
denstanding net only of the bilateral prob-
have—~fortunately relatively small ones—
butbeymdth:t,mundsmdingdthe
area in which he lives and of the interna-
tionai problems.

His advice and counsel have been in-
vahuble through the years, and it was for
that reason that, after my visit to the
- Soviet Unjon, I was giad that the op-
portunity was provided, through Your
Majesty’s invitation, to come here, to con-
suit with you, and to get the benefit of
your wisdom in terms of the future policies
of the United States of America.

Speaking now of what these visits mean,
and what the future is, I think it is im-
portant for us to bear in mind that while
we have been at what is called the mmn-
mit, that there has been no intention on
the part of the two governments repre-
sented at that summit conference—no in-
tention to divide the world into two
spheres of influence, no intention to set
up & condominium. Certainly on our
part—and I express here the policy of the
United States in the past and the present,
and I know what will be the policy in the
future—we consider it important and vital

that as a great nation and a powerful

nation, that we seek good relations with all
nations in the world.

But we also recognize that as we begin
a dialogue with some nations with
which we have had no dialogue at all—
1 refer to the visit that we paid earlier
this year to the People’s Republic of
China—and when we begin conversations
that can, and we trust will, develop a bet-
ter relationship with a nation that from
time to time since the great World War 1T
has been an adversary on occasion—that
as we do both of these things, we have not
overiooked a very fundamental fact of
international life, and that is that it is
vital that we build our policy on the
alliances and the friendships that we have
had in the past, that we have now, and
that we hope to have in the future.

That is one of the things that this visit
symbolizes. We are proud that Iran is a
friend of the United States, that the
United States is a friend of Iran.

We are proud of the fact that we have
same bonds between us—bonds that have
boen formalized by treaty. But I would

- point out to this andience, those who are

here, that bonds that are formalised by
treaty can be one thing; what is more im-
portant are those bonds that are further
underscared by a personal relationship, a
personal respect, & personal esteem, be-
tween the léaders of the countries
involvad.

I value the friendship that it has been
my privilege to have with His Majesty
over these years. I belfieve that all Ameri-
can Presidents have valued the friendship
that they have had on their part with the
leaders of this country.

What I am saying, very simply, is this:
We are proud to have the official relation-
ships with the Government of Iran, which
have been set down on pieces of paper



agreements. But what is more important
is that we are proud of the fact that the
relationship goes beyond simply the piece
of paper, that it goes to the personal rela-
tionship which we see exemplified in this
magnificent dinner tonight-and which we
trust will always be the hallmark of the
relations between our two countries.

I should like to bring my remmarks to a
conclusion tonight by informally referring
to an impression I had as we came into
the city today. It was a glorious day, as all
of you will remember, The sky was blue,
we could see the mountains in the dis-
tance, the weather was just right, as if it
then, as the motorcade moved from the
airport ot through the suburbs and then
finally into the city, we saw the people on
the streets. We could tell from the expres-
sions on their faces they had not been or-
dered to come because, while you can
order people to get out on the streets, you
cannot order them to smile, You cannot
~ order them to wave, and particolarly, you
cammot do that with the children. It must
come from their hearts, and it had come
from their hearts.

We saw them there, not hundreds, not
thousands, but tens of thousands of girs
by side.

I am sure that through His Majesty’s
mind ran the same thoughts that ran
through mine: Qur obligation is to them;
" our obligation is to their fature.

What we have done in the meetings
that we have had in this past week is anly
2 beginning. It possibly builds a founda-
tiom for a better future between two great
nations and a foundation, possibly, for a

better chance for peace for all nations in |
the world.

OQur meetings heve helped to build that
foundation, a foundation of good rela-
tions that already exists between our two
great countries, but & foundation for more
progrem in the future—progres which
will benefit not just our generation, but
that generation, one that will make us, as
the leaders of our coumtries, prond of that
leadership, proud of our people, proud
of our heritage—yours 2,500 years old,
ours so much

Bmmwdammcithnhmtagemd
proud as we are of that country, recogniz-
ing that our responsibility is to keep what
is best from the past but also to build for
the future.

As T lock at Your Majesty’s record,
what you have done for this country in
terms of the progressive actions in every-
thing from land reform to education, so
many other aress, I realise that your
thoughts are, of course, about the proud
past of this great nation and this great
peopie.

But overriding that are your hopes for

.. the futmre-—the future of those children

we saw on the streets of Tehran today.

So tonight I would simply conclude my
remarks by saying that there will be many
in the days ahead who will try to evaluate
the so-called summits-—the one in Peking
in which the most populous nation of the
world and the most prosperous nation of
the world met for the first time in 20 yesrs,
the one in Moscow where the two most
powerful nations in the world met and
made some very important sgreements
which could contribute not only to betier
relations between those two but to peace
for all the worid.

As the experts evaluate those summits,




let themn keep the cne thought in mind
that I think is 50 close to the heart of His
Majesty and 30 close to my heart: We a5
ieaders of our countries do our best. We
sometimes make mistakes, but our
thoughts, our hopes, our dreams are for
our children—not just our family's chil-
dren but for the children of our countries,
the children of ali the world, that they
may have the opportunity to growupin a
more peaceful world, a more prosperous
world, a more friendly world. And if, in
the brief span of time that each of us
spends in the office he holds, we could
have contributed to that goal, all of the
efforts, all of the time, everything that we
have done would have been worth it

It is in that spirit that I would like to
propose tonight that our giasses be raised,
of course, to the continued friendship of
the two great peoples—the Iranian people
and the American people—whose friend-
ship goes back so far, as His Majesty has
-pointed out, and also to the leadership
which His Majesty has provided for his
country and, of course, to his partner in
that lesdership, his Empress.

I would close, if I could, on one in-
formal note. In 1953, right after General
Eisenhower, who was a great friend of
Iran and who was the last American
President to be honared at a state dinner
Kike this in Iran, right after he had become
President he was talking to me in his
office-and he often used to say that he
didn’t know much sbout politics. That,
of course, is the understatement of the
century for one who won such great
political victories. That day we had had a
meeting with the leaders of the Congress,
Democrats and Republicans, and General
Eisenhower, who was a great judge of men
and of women in a leadership capacity,
made this rather interesting comment:

He said, “I am puzzled about political
leaders. You can’t generalize about them.”
He said, “Some of those fellows in there
are very intelligent, and others seem to
be a little slow. Some spoke very, very
well, and others were a bit inarticulate.”
He said, “About the only thing that I can
think of that political leaders seem to
have in common, successful political Jead-
ers, is the ability to marry above
themselves.”

What I am simply saying tonight is that
on this particular occasion we propose a
toast, of course, to His Troperial Majesty
the Shahanghah, to his lovely Empres,
who has been by his side, as my wife has
abo through periods of wery great
satisfaction.

S0, Indies and gentlemen, if you would
m:mhﬂ-‘:tlpahnn:ospnh
the Niavaran Palace in response to a tomst
proposed by the Shah. He spoke from a pre-
pared text.

The Shah's remarks were a3 follows:

My, Prasident:

It is 2 great ploasure for the Shabbanou and
mymlf to welooene you Mr. President and Mrs.
Nixon in our country. Your visit s symbolie of
the friendship and desp understanding which -
our two countries and which with the pamage
of time have gone from strength to strength.

We Iranians were acquaintad with the great
Apwricsn nation even before the opening of
diplomatic relations betwsen our two ooun-
tries through fruitful culteral snd educational
cooperation. It is for this reason that our rels-
tionship waz from the begizming based on a
truly sincere and spiritual understanding. It
wabcuaeumymdhlfmwhndu
first American achool was ostablished in
Oroumich of Aserbaijan, which is called
Remiysh today. In subsequent yoars simdlar
schools were founded in Hamadan, Rasht,
Meshed, and in several other cities of Iran
But the most important of all these schools was



the American College of Tehran, founded al-
most 160 years ago. Many distinguished Iranian
personalities had gyaduated from this school in
the past. The mansgement of this collage was
for many years entrusted to that noble Armeri-
can, Mr. Samusl Jordan, who s remembered
very much by our people. It is for this very
reason that coe of gur largest streets by Tehran
has been named after him in order to keep bis

Amarica t0 my country was effective in the res-
wrection of the national Nfe of Iran, and we
shall not forget this amistance, During afl these
yesrs the ties betwesn Irsn and the Unpjted
States of Anwerica in the various politieal, eco-
nomic, culterel, snd srtistic fislds have slways
contivusd o expand, and actaally sarve as an
outstanding exsmple of relations betwesns two

On numerous occasions, during these past
yeoars, I have hnd the plessure of hosting lead-
ez snd other high ramking Amerioan

L

scoalities, includivg yourself, Mr. Prwsident,
and sho on wanercus ocomsions T have per
sonally traveled to your country, either as an

oficial guest or for panicipation i vniuu(
university ceremaonies, Presently in these univer-
sities and other calturs! centers of the Unitad
States thousands of Iranian students ate stady-
ing in order to gain the latest and most pro-
gresiive scientific experiences and technical

spousibilities you shoulder as the head of such
& country, vis-e-vis your natien, the other pa-
tiona of the world, and history, is conmmensurete
with the immense abilities and powers at your

A real leader under thase circumstances and
under such conditions before anything slhe
neads to have » realistic apirit and foresight, and
we have always admired these qualities which




Depending upon at least 95 canturies of
national heritage and sovereignty, we today
have started & new period of renewing our past
glories, based on the eternal values of our cule
ture and civilisation, and hope that the pages
of our future history will alo be thumbed
through with the sume national pride based ca
honor, righteousness, peace, and justics.

We have based our independent uﬁonl

strengthening of world peace, coexistance, and,
above all, coopersticn. It is to be noted that we
shall not tolarate any inequality from any quar-
ter in our relations with other countries. Cer-
tainly under no circumstances will we allow any
violation of our land or our rights.

Your visit to Iran, Mr. President and M3,

the expansion and strengthening of our long-
standing frisndship and cooperation. And we
are gure that this visit will also be fruitful from
the point of view of international pesce and

1 e -

Mer. President, allow me to raise my glam
10 your personal health and happines and that
of Mrs. Nixon, and 0 wish progras
and welfars for the ncbis American people acd
the further strengthaning of the friendship be-
tween our two countris.



