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To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to accession, I trans-

mit herewith the Coovention on the

; . rescuress for
scientific and cultural studies. In addition,
the appsarance in the United Stases of im-
portant art tressures of suspicious origin
gives rise to probiems in our relations with
other countries.

The Convention, adopted on Novem-
ber 14, 1970, by a vote of 77 to 1 with 8
abstentions at the Sixteenth General Con-
ference of the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion, is a significant effort at multilateral
cooperation to help preserve the cultural
resources of mankind. Under the Conven-
tion, each state undertakes to protect its
own cultural heritage and agrees to co-
operate in a number of important but
limited respects to help protect the cul
tural hevitage of other states. Perhaps the
heart of the Convention from the stand-
point of the United States is Article g,

carry ocut the necessary corrective mess~
ures in cases in which a state’s cultural
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parties to prohibit the import of cultural
property stolen from museums, public
monuments or similar institutions and to
take appropriate steps, upon request, to
recover and return such cultural prop-
erty. In addition, they pledge to take what
ing national legislation, to prevent muse-
originating in another state party which
has been illegally exported after entry
into force of the Convention. _

I am enclosing the report of the Secre-
tary of State, which more fully explains
the Convention and the reservation and

understandings we recommend. Certain
provisions of the Convention will require
implementing legislation, which the Exec-
utive Branch will be prepared to discuss
during the Senates consideration of the
Convention.

I believe international cooperation is
required in order to preserve the priceless
heritage of humanity, and I urge the Sen-
ate to give prompt advice and consent to
United States accession to this Conven-
tion, subject to the reservation and under-
standings recommended in the report of
the Secretary of State.

Ricmazp Nmxon

" The White House,

February 2, 1972.
wors: The text of the convention and the re-

port of the Becretary of State ave printed in
Senate Exscutive B (g2d Cong., 2d sem. ).



