35 Statement About an Explosion in East St. Louis,
Illinois, and the Use of Planned Variations

Funds. February 1, 1972

I WAS most distressed to leam of the
chemical car explosion on January 22
which caused such great damage in East
St. Louis, Tll. My thoughts have been with
those who have been injured or left home-
less by this tragedy and with all who were
affected by the damage to schools and
streets and by interruptions in the water
and electric supply. I want the Federal
Government to do everything it can to
help during this difficult time.

Often tragedies of this sort are com-
pounded when the delivery of resources
needed for recovery is obstructed or de-
layed. Fortunately, this will not be the case
in East St. Louis. For under a new Ad-
ministration program, substantial Federal
resources are available to East St. Louis
_without redtape—0 be used as the local
officials think best,
through the Planned Variations project,
which we have been carrying out under
the Mode! Cities program in the Depart-

governments can accomplish with Federal
- money when they are given greater free-
dom from Federal regulations
In spending Plarmed Variations money,
& city can decide for itself which problems
are most preming and how they can best
be attacked. And when a city’s needs shift,
as they have in the wake of the East St.
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Louis explosion, local officials can quickly
thift their programs to meet those needs,
without having to obtain Washington's
approval for every detil of their new
approach.

East St. Louis has recently received
$760,000 under the Planned Variations
program—the first instaliment of the $3.8
million it will eventually receive. I am
pleased to note that the city has decided
to direct a portion of these funds to pro-
vide sheiter for those whose homes were
damaged and destroyed in the recent ex-
plosion and to repair needed public facili-
ties, including four badly damaged
Saturday by the mayor and city council of
East St. Louis. It was concurred in by the
Model City Agency in Rast 8t. Louis at its
meeting just last night This prompt ac-
tion would not have been possible if these
monies were encumbered by strict Federal
guidelines and restraints.

The Federal Government has aiso been
able to provide the city with technical as.
sistance in planning the recovery effort
and has made available some 200 tempo-
rary housing units for those who have been

The advantages of local control, so
dramatically evident in this particular
case, could be experienced on a regular
basis in all of our communities if the reve-
nse sharing programs which I have recom-
menaded to the Congress were put into
effect. The Planned Varistions '
was designed as a test of what cities and
States could sccomplish under the revers
sharing spproach. I believe that the



prompt actions which have been taken to
meet pressing human needs in East St
Louis are evidence of the soundness of that
approach.

I am pleased that the Federal Govern-
ment could be of asistance in this time
of emergency and that the local govern-

ment was in a positon to use that
assistance with the greatest possible effec-
tiveness. I hope and trust that the neigh-
borhood affected by the tragedy of
January 22 will now experience a quick
recovery and a healthy development.



