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Mr. Mason, and all of the distinguished
guests af the head table:

There are as many at the head table as
there are in the audience, believe me—
look at that.

I know this is an interruption of this
beautiful dinner tonight. Although I had
another engagement for which I was al-
ready dressed when I got the call from
Don Rumsfeld and Maurice Stans that

they were honering Bob Brown, T said, *1
will come over.” And I am glad to be here.

Everybody in this audience rightly fig-
ures that whenever the President of the
United States makes & speech, he probably
had it all figured out in advance. I can
tell you that tonight this is off the cuff; it
is from the heart. And I want to say a few
things about Bob Brown, about those who
honor him here, and about this audience.



First, I asked Sammy [Davis] to come
over for a reason. He has probably for-
gotten this, but I will always remember it.
Seventeen years ago, on one of the few
evenings when I was Vice President when
we had a little time off in New York, we
went over to the Copacabana Restaurxat.
He was performing then. He was a young
star. And he performed, I remember, with
his father and his uncle.

Afterwards, I went backstage and I met
the three of them—this wonderful family.
And I said to them, *This has to be the
very best that posibly could be done in
the field of entertainment.”

And Sammy said, “Well, you're prob-
ably right ” [Leughter]

No, he didn’t say that, becawse he is a

man who knows how good he is, but he

abo is & very humble man. But he ap-
preciated the fact that I came back with
my wife, and believe me, I appreciated
the fact that he was a great star, a star
then and & star now.

I thought back on that time, and I
thought also of the present time, and this
brings me o Bob Brown.

In the field of music, in the field of art,
in the field of athletics, we all know that
as far as ability is concerned, it is recog-
nized; it knows no color, it knows no
religion, If 2 man or a woman has it, he
or she goes to the top, and that is the way
it ought to be.

And what Bob Brown stands for in this
White House of ours is.this: Bob Brown
is a rather quiet kind of a man, but he is
the most tenacious fellow I ever knew,
believe me. But the point that he makes
over and over again in my office is this:
that not just in the field of music, or in the
field of art or the field of athletics where

we have learned that any kind of a differ-
ence with regard to color denies us the
ability that can see us the perfection, the
very best, he says, “You know, we have
got to be sure that in every field of life in
Am:m,whuammmhupt
it, he or she has got to be able to go to
the top.” That is what he stands for.
Now I said that I was going to speak
directly to you and from the heart. That
im’t true in America today, not com-
pletely. It perhaps will never be true, be-
cawse we will never be perfect. But it is
better than it was, and it is going to be
better, and we have got to make it bettsr,
because what we have to do is to provide
thcopputmﬁuhthkmnyﬂmm
individual, if he wants 10 go to the top in
Government, he can go to the top.
Iatmehﬂywm&h‘.\vhydo-

State of Massachusetts? Not becsuse he
bas got the hlack vote, but because he is
the best there is in that State, That is why
be goes to the top.

So in the fisld of government, so it must
be in the field of busines. I know that
there are many in this andience that rather
wonder whether our whole program of
minority business enterprise means any-
thing. It looks like sort of tokenism and
symbolism. But it is 2 beginning, and we
have to have a sitnation in which people
can go to the top, because if one group of
pecple are forever going to be confined
to doing tasks that are not those that are.
administrative or executive, that i not
right, We have got to be sure that if an
m:lividmlmﬂyhun‘,hhnth:dnm
to go to the top.

And that is cne of the things Bob Brown



has fought for, that he has talked for, and
that we are trying to work for, We haven’t
done as well as we would like to do, but
we want your help, the help of everybody
in this audience, black or white, to see
that we reach that great goal, that every-
body can go to the top in America.

And now, just a personal word about
Bob Brown, if I may. We have something
in common. I was delighted to meet his
grandmother tomiight. She really looks like
his mother, believe me, or his sister, for
that matter. But whatever the case might
be, we both were educated in North Caro-
lina. T spent 3 years there and Bob spent
most of his life there. So when we first
moet, just a few years ago, we reminisced
about that State and about the things we
had learned together. And I was delighted
that he would come to us at the White
House and work in this cause, work
qunﬂybutvuy,vuye&ecuvdyforthe
ideals that he believed in and that I
- believed in,

And I simply want to say that I don't
think of any better tribute to Bob than
what you have done tonight When I
checked a little before this meeting, I said,
“What are they doing, are they just giving
this for Bob Brown, a testimonial for
him?” I said, “Who is going to get the
money?” And I asked Mr. Mason, “Is this
house paid?™ And he said, “Yes” And
that of course is good, too.

Paid for what? And then I thought
what a wonderful tribute to & man. Not
for himself-—hs isn't going to get anything
out of this except a picture, which I hope
they print in the paper, incidentally.

But when I think of the cause of sickle
cell anemia, when ] think of the cause of
foster children, when I think of the cause

of the Mimisippi project, I realize that
all of the 2,000 people in this room say,
“This is a nice dinner.”” It was nice be-
cause Bob Brown and Sally, his wife, are
honored, and his wonderful grandmother,
and Sammy Davis, with his magnificent
entertainment, along with the other stars
who are here.

But also it was & nice dinner and an
event we will never forget, because of what
you have contributed, by what you have
paid to come to this dinner. You will help
particularly young people, young people
that might otherwise never have had a
chance, young peopie that didn’t have
encugh nutrition, young people that didn’t
bave enough guidance, young pecple that
might have gotten off on the wrong track,
and you have heiped them by what you
did tonight.

Let me say, speaking now, and I trust
that I speak for all of you, whatever our
backgrounds, whether we come from poor
families, as I did, as did Bob, or wealthy
families, whether we are black or white,
whatever our religion, let us be thankful
tonight that when it cornies to the young
of America, whatever they are, when we
can all go forward together in helping
those young pecple have a chance to go to
the top if they have got it, it is 2 wonderful
wneandlmghdtohehmmﬂ:m

Thank you.
worz: The President spoke at approximately
8:45 pam. in the Main Ballroom of the Wash-
ington Filten Howl He spoke without re-
farTing to notes.

Willie C. Mason was chairman of the dinner.

In addition to honoeing Mr. Brown, the din-
ner was & benefit for the Sickle Call Anemia
Fund, the Social Services Administration for
Foster Children of D.C., the Howsrd Usivessity
Missislppi Project, and the United Negro Col-
lege Fund.



