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DRUG abuse—as I said 7 months ago—
is America’s “public enesny number one.”
It is an all-pervasive and yet an elusive
enemy. I am convinced that the only
effective way to fight this menace is by
- attacking it on many fronts—through a
balanced, comprehensive strategy.

For the past g years, this Administra.
tion has been working to carry out such a
strategy. We have moved to eliminate
dangerous drugs at their source, to cut
their international flow, to stop them from
entering our country, and to intercept
them after they do. We have been educa-
ting our people to understand the drug
problem more completely. We have ex-
panded significantly our efforts to prevent
drug addiction and to treat and rehabili-
tate those who have become drug.
dependent.

A New INrmaTIVE
Today ourbdanmd,eompnhmve

attack on drug abuse moves forward in yet
another critical area a3 we institute a

major new program to drive drug traf-
fickers and drug pushers off the streets of
America,

I have signed today an Executive order
[11641] establishing & new Office for Drug
Abuse Law Enjorcement in the
mdﬁmmomwmm.;

use by Federal, State, and local law en-
forcernent agencies. It will draw on the
Department of Justice and the Depart-
ment of the Treasury to amist State and
hﬂlmmdﬂhcﬁng,muﬂng,md
prosecuting heroin traffickers.

I am pleassd to announce that the new
Office for Drag Abuse Law Eaforcement
will be headed by Myles J. Ambrose, who
has been serving as our Commisioner of



Custorns. Mr, Ambrose will also serve as
my own Special Consultant for Drug
Abuse Law Enforcement, advising me on
all matters relating to this important
subject.

ProorAMS ALREADY IN OrxmATiON

This effort to meet the drug menace
directly on the streets of America—an
effort which T promised in my message on
the State of the Union—complements our

—The Special Action Ofice for Drug
Abuse Prevention, establithed on an in.
terim basis last June and headed by Dr.
Jerome Jaffe, is already beginning to have
an impact in the fields of drug abuse edu-
cation, trestment, rehabilitation, and
prevention. The Office is working to co-
ordinate programs which are spread

through nine Federal agencies and to

develop a national strategy to guide these
efforts. Drawing on private and public
expertise, the Special Action Ofice has
spurred new research, gathered valuable
information, planned for a new drug
training and education center, and helped
in setting up & major program to identify
and treat drug abuse in the armed
services.

already done so much—can do much more
if the Congress will promptly give it the
autharity and the funds I have requested
for it,

—The Cabinet Commitiee on Inter.
national Narcotics Control, established
last September and chaired by Secretary
Rogers, is taking the lead in our efforts to
fight the international drug traffic and to
eliminate drugs at their source. We have
appointed Narcotics Control Coordinators
in all affected American embassies around

withothersvvmenutostrengﬂ:mdmg
control efforts. We were especially grati-
fied when Turkey announced last summer
a total ban on the growing of the opium
PoPpy-.

—Drug dependence in the Armed
Fmandmgmi:b&ngm-
duced considersbly by expanded drug
treatment and rehabilitation programs in
the Department of Defense and in the
Veterans Administration. Drug identifica-
began in Vietnam, have been expanded to
incdude all military i

from over-
seas duty. In the year ahead the Veterans
Administration will offer treatment and
rehabilitative service to an estimated a0,
000 addicts. It will expand its drug
dependence units by as many as 12, crea-
ﬁngamlofupm“lmhuniu.
—Wchnve:hobemmwingahud
with a range of other activities, The Com-
prehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and
GantrolActof:gw-whichI}:mpond
in July of 1969—was pamed by the Con-
Fﬂlﬂdigmdhmhwh%berd
1970-'I'hemode18ummtiai¢gkhp
tion which I also recommended has been
{dwwﬁsmm&b&gm-

under our Natiomal Drug Education
Training Program. A new National Clear-
inghouse for Drug Abuse Information has
beenuhblhbed.ﬁomesnﬁmmpim
of drug education information have beeny
distributed by the Feders) Government,
We have established a Federal Drug
tee at the interagency level and a number



of White House conferences on drug
abuse have been conducted.

. In addition, the Federal Government is
carrying out a2 number of major research
programs to help us better to identify and
analyze drugs and more fully to under-
stand how they are moved about the
country and around the world. I have also
recommended the creation of a United
Nations Fund for Drug Control—to
wh:ch we have already comtributed $:

agreements..

In the enforcement field, the number
of authorized new positions in the Bureau
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs and
in the Burean of Customs has jumped by
more than 2,000 in the past year alone.

We are expanding cur program to train

State prosecutors to handle cases under
the newly enacted Uniforms Controlied
~ Dangerous Substances Act. We are step-
ping up the work of the Joint State-Fed-
eral Narcotics Task Force in New York
City.

It is estimated that the mmount of
heroin which will be seised in the current
fiscal year will be more than four times
what was seized in fiscal year 1989. Since
that time, the number of drurnhnd
arrests has nearly doubled. :

OvesaLr ExreNDITURRES

Perhaps the most dramatic evidence of
our stepped-up campsign against drug
abuse lies in the budget figures for various
aspects of our effort. In the last § years, for
example, Federal obligations for drug
treatment and rehabilitation have in-
creased nearly sevenfold, from $28 million
to $189.6 million, and we have proposed

a further increase of $40.6 million for next
also grown nearly sevenfold, from $17.5
million in fiscal year 1969 to $120.5 mil-
lion this year, and our new budget calls
for a further increase of $14.5 million.

This means that we will be obligating
more than eight times as much for treat-
ment, rehabilitation, research, education,
training, and prevention in the coming
fiscal year as we were when this Adminis-
tration tock office. _

As far as law enforcement obligations
relating to drug abuse are concerned, the
level has increased more than eightfold
in our first g years in office—from $20.2
million to $164.¢ million. We plan to in-
crease this figure by another $64.6 million
next year to the $229 million level.

A Barancep anp Courrzmznsive
Proonan -

The central cancept behind all of these
programs is that our overall approsch to
the drug menace must be balanced and
comprehensive—fighting those who trafiic
ndmp,lnlpmgﬂnuwhohﬂehu
victimizsed by drugs, and protecting
those who have not yet boen threatened.
The new initiative I have launched today
in the area of law enforcement is aimed
against those who would profit from the
misery of others. It will confront the
street-level hercin pusher with a dedi-
cated group of lawyers and investigators
retail sales of herain. At the same time,
however, we must be sure that we have
sufficient treatment facilities to handle
any increase in the number of addicts
seeking treatment because of the disrup-



Action Office for Drug Abuse Preven-
tion, which helped in the development
of this new law enforcement program, has
assured me that we will be able to meet
an increased demand in the treatment
field if the Congress passes its new
legislation,

Drug abuse, as I said in my message
on the State of the Union, saps our Na-
tion’s strength and destroys our Nation's
character. The Federal Government can-
not mest this menace alone—bat it can
take a strong leadership position. I be-
lieve we have developed a Federal pro-

gram for combating drug abuse which is
both firm and compasionate. With the
cooperation of the Congress, the State and
local governments, and the American peo-
ple, that program will continue to grow
in effectiveness.

wore: On the same day, the White House
released a fact sheet and the transcript of a
news briefing on the new drug abuse law en-
forcement program. Participants in the news
briefing were Jobn N. Mitchell, Attorney Gen-
eral, and Myles J. Ambrose, Special Assistant

Attorney General, Office for Drug Abuse Law
Enforcement, Dapartment of Justice.



